HO                  CARING FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
this if the machine and records are placed low enough to be
within their reach. Such experiences with music should be
of help in building attitudes about music, but of course the
best growth through music occurs in creative efforts by each
individual, whether he is talented or not.
Children seek what they wish to hear on the air, and should
be helped to listen to radio programs suited to them. There
are some worthwhile radio programs for children. Local sta-
tions over the country present dramatizations of children's
stories; Superman still stirs the imagination of some children,
and the ''American School of the Air" on the Blue Network
offers instructive programs. There has been little conscious
attempt to present over the radio facts which children can
understand about American society, i.e., about its people,
about the contributions different groups make to our culture,
and about its music, arts, and commerce. Through graded
programs for each age group, the responsibilities and real free-
doms of a democratic society might be interpreted.
Eleven- to thirteen-year-olds have excellent opportunity to
develop standards for programs as they learn the mechanisms
of managing the school broadcasting system. Interested chil-
dren from this age group might form a club in the school to
study the programs children like, and to devise ways to im-
prove the caliber of pupils' music and program interests.
A committee composed of the homeroom, art, music, and
homemaking teachers and interested parents might collabo-
rate with the pupils on such projects as have been suggested,
helping to develop their creative efforts and their ability to
criticize programs intelligently, and to plan their leadership
of the younger children.
PLAYTHINGS HAVE EDUCATIONAL AND
ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE
Schools have not fully recognized the educational possibili-
ties in tibe i|$e ascl study of toys and playthings. Gavian
found slight eiijpteis upon the selection, care, repair, and